
Proudly present

&

2021 Excellence in  
Education Awards

Thursday, April 15, 2021

2021





2021

Dear Teacher of the Year Honorees and Guests,

On behalf of Anne Arundel County Public Schools, the 
21st Century Education Foundation, and our Headline 
Sponsors, BGE & Comcast, it is our pleasure to recognize 
the honorees during the virtual Excellence in Education 
Awards Ceremony!

We are extremely proud of all of the 2021 Teacher of the 
Year nominees. Thank you for all that you do for our  
students, schools, and community. 

Warmest regards,

Mark Hoffmann
President, 21st Century Education Foundation
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Jing Dai
Meade High School

J ing Dai’s classroom is a model learning environment where the entire Meade High School community 
benefits from a challenging, collaborative, creative, caring, and comforting space that allows for the fulfilling 
advancement and awareness of self, language, and culture. 

“Students, staff, and visitors alike go to her room just to be cheered up,” says Meade High School Principal Fred Rivers. 
“No matter what kind of day you are having, stepping foot into her space, seeing students engage in a language that 
may seem overwhelming otherwise, and finding yourself pulled into the lesson brings pure joy.”

Dai has found a way to broaden the experiences of her students by exposing and extending their learning beyond the 
classroom. Over her nine-year career, she has forged a unique relationship with the Chinese Embassy that has allowed 
her students to converse with the Ambassador, perform at events, and learn more about Chinese culture. Her efforts 
provide authenticity and meaning to studying and speaking Chinese.

Such amazing work cannot be contained. “Ms. Dai demonstrates an unparalleled dedication to the students in 
the Chinese program, not just at Meade, but at other schools as well,” explains Meade High School International 
Baccalaureate Coordinator Jennifer Quinn. “She regularly welcomes students from Arundel High School into her 
classes. She has also built strong connections with the students coming from other feeder schools. Not only does she 
get students excited about learning the language, she gets them excited about learning the culture.” 

In the true fashion of a consummate professional, Dai also helps to write county curriculum, conducts professional 
development, presents at national conferences, and serves as on the Board of Directors of the Chinese Language 
Teachers Association–National Capital Region.

Anne Arundel County Public Schools Finalists

“Effective teachers never work alone. We must work collaboratively to share a variety of ideas and resources,  
focus on critical thinking and reflection, and support each other. Learning to teach is an ongoing journey.  

I will always have something to learn to become a better teacher, but that is my motivation.”



Kellie Goforth
North County High School

A s the Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) site coordinator at North County High School, Kellie 
Goforth embodies the program’s title by showing a relentless resolve to be an outstanding instructor to her 
students, exemplary educator to her peers, and passionate leader in her school. She does all of this by holding 

true to one simple mantra, “lead with love.”

“My former principal used to say that phrase often and I believe it,” says Goforth. No matter the learning environment, 
she tells her students she loves them every day—over the sound of backpack zippers or via blue and yellow heart 
emojis in a chat box. “If you ask any of my AVID students if Ms. Goforth loves them, they’ll reply, ‘Yes, but she doesn’t let 
me get away with anything.’ Love comes with high expectations.”

Those expectations are Goforth’s way of showing her students that she believes in them. It also shows that she will be a 
reliable source of encouragement and empowerment along their journeys. 

“AVID helped me define ‘All Means All,’ “ explains Goforth. “My students have dreams of college, but their reality is an 
impossible number of obstacles. It is my job to teach them the skills they need to overcome these obstacles, whether 
they are academic or personal.”    

She holds herself equally to high standards. Through the same engagement tactics she uses to motivate her students, 
she has goals for her school to become an AVID Demonstration School (achieved by 3 percent of AVID sites nationally). 
To make this happen, Goforth has enhanced instruction by building teacher capacity to incorporate AVID strategies in 
their classes, regardless of subject or course level. This effort has helped to teach more students schoolwide.

Anne Arundel County Public Schools Finalists

“It is my job to provide opportunity and access to every student. It is to ensure that my students  
know what they are capable of and that they are encouraged, pushed, and celebrated.”



Sarah Rippeon
Crofton Middle School

S arah Rippeon could easily be described as a ‘natural educator’ as evidenced by the sentiments of her 
students and colleagues who rave about her creativity, work ethic, and compassion throughout her  
11-year career, five of which she has spent as a language arts educator at Crofton Middle School.

“The hallmark of Mrs. Rippeon’s classroom is that she captures ALL students. She has an extraordinary ability to know 
what each student is doing and what they need in the moment,” says Crofton Middle School Principal Christopher 
Mirenzi. “Whether it is a compliment, a helping hand, or a redirection, she is there to provide it. Without loss of time or 
momentum, she scoops up the student in such a personal way that they end up feeling like they are the only one in 
the room. No student falls through the cracks in her classroom.”

Her attention to detail and extra effort to meet students’ emotional and social needs have left an indelible mark on 
many students. She sends positive emails weekly to families of students who are trying their best in the classroom. As 
the pandemic began to alter our lives last spring, she took the time to write a note to each of her 133 students who 
were dealing with the unfamiliar realm of online learning. Many of her students reciprocated the gesture, thanking 
her for making them do their best. 

Rippeon shows the same affection and care for her colleagues. As the language arts department chair, she has 
applied her empathic intuition to support teacher development and successful delivery of instruction. Her approach 
yields similar responses to that of her students. One colleague shares, “I am so thankful for your leadership and 
commitment to our team. You respect each of us as individuals and show an awareness for our unique strengths.  
Your dedication and support make me want to give it my all.”  

Anne Arundel County Public Schools Finalists

“Teachers are not only responsible for teaching their content, but also for opening doors and windows  
for our students to see their potential, their worth, and perspectives different from their own.”



Jessica Scanlon
Glendale Elementary School

F irst grade teacher Jessica Scanlon has spent the last six years at Glendale Elementary School building a legacy 
where all students are celebrated through strong relationship building, innovative instructional delivery, and 
compassionate role modeling.

“Passionate, problem solver, and mentor are just a few words to describe Ms. Scanlon,” says Glendale Elementary School 
Principal Kristy Snyder. “From the first interaction with her I was immediately captured by her genuine passion for 
teaching students of all backgrounds and her drive to do what is in students’  best interests radiates throughout her 
classroom, including building impactful relationships.”

Inspired by the overall philosophy and concepts of the Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) program, 
Scanlon has “brought AVID to life” at her school. With tenacity, she advocated to build the schoolwide notion that 
every child deserves to see their possibilities and have limitless opportunities for any college and career aspirations. 
She tirelessly supported and planned with her colleagues to infuse AVID strategies. “Because of her passion for giving 
every child in our school the opportunity to reach their fullest potential, AVID is institutionalized at all grade levels and 
content areas at Glendale,” says Snyder.

In addition to the AVID strategies, Scanlon uses cutting-edge technological tools, small group extension activities, and 
analytical assessment to ensure true differentiation of instruction and that all students’ needs are met.

Scanlon has also been successful at incorporating role modeling into relationship building. By taking interest in 
extra-curricular activities, such as Girls on the Run, she has been able to further support student success by modeling 
and encouraging self-respect and healthy living. She also serves as a mentor in the Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) 
program at Towson University.
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“One size does not fit all in my classroom. Recognizing that each student is unique and comes  
from different backgrounds and experiences is why it is so important to model kindness and empathy.  

There are no barriers to student learning and success in my classroom.”



Timothy Stedman
Crofton High School

S tanding on the strength of a solid and revered 15-year career as an educator, Tim Stedman has found the winning 
formula that has not only made him a successful teacher but has also yielded high-achieving students in the 
classroom and in life. “The combination of developmentally appropriate tasks, specifically designed assessments, 

and strong relationships represents the best formula for meeting the needs of all students,” explains Stedman.

One would be hard pressed to find a colleague who would disagree with this philosophy or his execution. “His craft is 
much more than instruction,” says Crofton High School Principal Katie Feuerherd. “Woven into his teaching is relationship 
building and a dynamic energy that grabs the attention of every student. He is nothing short of phenomenal in his work 
with students, staff, administration, and the community.” 

As the department chair of health, physical education, and dance at Crofton High School, Stedman has valiantly met the 
challenge of establishing a quality learning environment in a new school community despite having to teach virtually.

“When you enter Mr. Stedman’s virtual classroom, you see an atmosphere of positivity with students consistently participating, 
commenting in the chat or unmuting themselves to share responses,” says Feuerherd. “He plans with student engagement 
fully in mind” which shows his commitment to overall student wellness, especially in the midst of a pandemic.

As the 2019 Society of Health & Physical Educators (SHAPE) Maryland High School Physical Education Teacher of the Year, 
Stedman has the utmost respect of his peers. He frequently lends his experience, philosophy, talent, and expertise to support 
the AACPS Health, Physical Education, and Dance Office's curriculum writing and professional development. He has also 
played a key role in the development of his school’s inaugural athletic program, serving as assistant athletic director.
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“We must take the time to truly get to know our students and what they need to become independent.  
We cannot assume that a grade is their biggest motivator. The development of strong relationships  

allows us as teachers to dive deeper and meet the needs of all students.”



Jacquelyn Touhey
Rockbridge Academy

J acquelyn Touhey is a “Jacque” of all trades at Rockbridge Academy, where she teaches Bible, math, English, 
spelling, history, science, and reading to third graders for almost 10 years. In addition to teaching those  
courses, she also supports her students and their families, and serves as a mentor for others on the staff.

During the 2019–2020 school year, some students were having difficulty adjusting to online learning, so Touhey spent 
hours researching and collaborating as part of a Teacher Resources Task Force to suggest the best equipment and 
practices for the unknowns of teaching during COVID-19.

In addition to being a life-long learner herself, Touhey tries to encourage that attitude in her student, which is one of the 
reasons why she chaperones the school’s rising seniors to Greece and Italy to help them make history come alive.

Anne Arundel County Independent Schools Finalists

“Each and every child is unique and able to contribute to our learning environment.  
With parents as partners in this effort, I aim to assist the children in my classroom  

by making learning enjoyable as well as memorable.”



Myles Healy
St. Mary’s High School

M yles Healy has been a teacher at St. Mary’s for more than two decades and is well known because he 
uses the medium of literature to teach life lessons of empathy, servant leadership, generosity, love, and 
friendship. He designs his lessons to meet the needs of his students and encourages his students to 

surpass their expectations.

In addition to his superior teaching abilities, Healy is the voice of St. Mary’s as the school’s sports announcer. He also 
chaperones student retreats, moderates the Model United Nationals and Power-lifting clubs, coaches soccer, and 
plans and chaperones international trips to Ireland and England.

Healy, who teaches 10th, 11th, and 12th grade English, really focuses on life beyond those grades. His ultimate 
objective is to create lifelong learners and wants his students to accept that being smart and curious are, in fact, “cool.”

Anne Arundel County Independent Schools Finalists

“Students explore the inter-connectedness of human experiences through literature and  
writing across cultures and millennia, taking solace that people have experienced  

similar situations, feelings, and thoughts.”



Meghan Bellarin
Linthicum Elementary School

“I have an opportunity every time I am with my students to make a difference in their lives.  
I want them to always know that they are capable of incredible things.”

A s a 13-year education veteran, Meghan Bellarin handles multiple  
leadership roles at Linthicum Elementary School. Beyond leading  
students in exciting and fun physical education lessons, she brings  

equal enthusiasm as the school’s Equity lead, Cultural Arts lead teacher, member  
of the Leadership Team, director of the Student Safeties, and member of the  
Social-Emotional Learning Committee.

No matter the role, Bellarin’s influence in her school community is best described  
as impactful. “She can get staff and students excited about activities that others 
would consider mundane,” says Linthicum Elementary School Principal Jessica  
Roach. “Her energy and positivity radiate throughout the building on a daily basis.”

Most importantly, she stops at nothing to put students first. “Ms. Bellarin consistently 
questions what is best for all students and embodies “All Means All,” not because it 
is what she is supposed to do, but because she genuinely cares about students’ best 
interests,” says Roach.

Kathryn Bright
Jacobsville Elementary School

“Just as each person that enters the room is unique, so too is their learning. Giving voice  
and choice allows every student to find the best path for their learning. Sometimes  
students don’t see what they are capable of until tasked with something for which  
they didn’t think that they could achieve.”

A s music enthusiast and educator extraordinaire, Kathryn Bright brings out 
the very best in her students, and she has seven consecutive first-place 
Music in the Parks Festival trophies to prove it. With a desire to inspire every 

student to see and value their talents, Bright’s approach allows for student self-
discovery and growth that empowers them beyond music.

Bright extends herself in every way for her students. By dedicating her planning 
time to extend instruction, it is clear that, “Her commitment to relationship building, 
confidence building, and maximizing the instructional opportunities afforded to 
all her students is unparalleled,” says Jacobsville Elementary School Principal April 
Umile. “She truly embraces the premise, ‘All Means All.’ “

Bright also believes in community building by serving in many leadership roles 
at her school. Her colleagues are often quick to nominate her to represent them 
because of her caring, diplomatic, and inclusive consideration.

Exellence in Education Semi-Finalists



Lauren Ebersberger
Magothy River Middle School

“My mission is to teach my students the science of learning. I create daily, meticulous lesson 
plans which feature the use of technology and the engagement of team-oriented interactions. 
The result is a comfortable learning environment where students are not afraid to ask 
questions and where they learn that making mistakes is an opportunity for future success,  
not a reason for failure.”

I n the true essence of a science teacher, Laura Ebersberger has discovered 
the perfect elements to generate positive energy and magic in the 
classroom—generosity, compassion, and acceptance. Inspired by the 

sincere care that many of her teachers showed her, Ebersberger has dedicated her 
career to “pay it forward” in the hopes that her students feel that same sense of 
genuine encouragement.

Many of her former students will attest that she has accomplished her mission. “I was 
so blessed to have Mrs. Ebersberger. She is fun, enthusiastic, and kind,” says a former 
student. “I couldn’t wait to start my day with science because of her.”

Her impact throughout her 16-year career is equally appreciated by her colleagues. 
Teachers across the state have benefitted from Ebersberger’s talents as she has 
contributed to Maryland State Department of Education toolkits and trainings. On 
the county level, she helped write the Science curriculum, models lessons, and 
facilitates professional development sessions. 

Amanda Glover
St. Paul's Lutheran School

“Every student learns in a different way. I use multiple teaching techniques to grab each 
student’s needs. I have a positive learning environment for my students. I feel they learn best 
when they feel safe and welcomed into the school building and classroom.”

A manda Glover has been an outstanding educator at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School during the 10 years she has taught at the school. Her enthusiasm is 
infectious and her teaching style makes all students feel welcome.

Not only is she a standout teacher, but she’s also a community-minded advocate 
for everyone at her school. She started the DARE program for 5th and 7th grades, 
including personally helping deliver the DARE recognitions last year when the 
school campus was closed due to the pandemic. She also was instrumental in 
starting the Drownproofing program for 5th graders.

Glover has taught 5th grade classes almost exclusively during her decade at  
St. Paul’s Lutheran and has made a point of making sure her students  
particularly excel in reading and math.
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Ashley Godich
Chesapeake High School

“There is always something more to know and ideas to question to gain deeper insight into  
the world around you. As a teacher I know what content I must deliver, so I look through  
the lens of my students for how to deliver it meaningfully and effectively.”

A shley Godich has served as the Science Department Chair at Chesapeake 
High School for the last two years. Despite the uncertain circumstances 
of the pandemic, she has thrived in her new leadership role, bringing 

innovation, imagination, and ingenuity to inspire learning for every student. 

“Ms. Godich demonstrates a passion for science and an excitement for pedagogy 
during every lesson,” says Chesapeake High School Principal John Yore. “She 
incorporates technology flawlessly, provides positive feedback religiously, and 
instills a sense of wonder about the world in her students. Ms. Godich has created a 
classroom where laughter and love for learning is the everyday language."

In addition to her demanding leadership role, Godich is a true team player,  
co-teaching several courses to ensure that her fellow educators and students are 
successful in the virtual and hybrid environments. She also is a staunch advocate  
for the teachers in her department and the extracurricular programs they support,  
so that students get the absolute best that her school has to offer.

Alison Grava
South River High School

“Teachers must provide opportunities that unmute the minds, hearts, and souls of every 
student. They must help students transform from what they are when they enter day  
one to what they can become.”

H ighly regarded by students, administrators, colleagues, and 
community members, Alison Grava was unanimously chosen to 
represent her school for this year’s Excellence in Education honor. 

Throughout her 17-year teaching career as an English teacher, Grava has made it 
clear that she has tremendous love and passion for educating young people.

“Ms. Grava is that exemplary highly effective, dedicated educator who challenges 
students to do their best in the classroom,” says former principal Will Myers. “Her 
ability to improve the skills of her most challenging students is amazing!”

“Her instruction is not only well planned, it is engaging, student centered, and filled 
with opportunities to demonstrate mastery,” says current South River High School 
Principal Stacey Smith. “Her sincerity and caring are genuine, and her students know it.”

Grava’s talents and skills have also helped many educators throughout the county. 
She has been involved in curriculum writing and presentations to new teachers for 
several years.
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Caitlin Oyinlola
Meade Middle School

“Be humble while you relentlessly pursue student success. Fall down, get back up— 
over and over again until your students can stand on their own.”

P erseverance and Caitlin Oyinlola are synonymous. Throughout her  
ten-year career as a special education teacher, Oyinlola has been 
tenacious about nurturing and elevating every student who she’s  

been fortunate to teach. 

“I keep trying, keep researching, keep seeking out another strategy to reach my 
students,” she explains. “When I find success with a strategy, it is not because of 
some superpower, but from relentless trudging through failures.”

Her students clearly respond to her efforts. From a schoolwide coffee cart to an 
online newspaper, she has launched several intricate projects for her students to 
develop skills and make real-world applications. By her influence not only have her 
students successfully managed the projects, but more importantly they have gained 
independence and confidence that will serve them beyond middle school. 

“Mrs. Oyinlola has taken a small subset of our students and made them a big part of 
our school community,” says Meade Middle School Counseling Department Chair 
Amy Canterbury. “Thanks to her passion and dedication, the ACC program and 
students create a positive impact on the schoolwide community and culture.”

Melissa Quigley
Broadneck High School

“Educators have the power to teach students to become advocates to speak out against 
wrongdoings and to express concerns on their own behalf. I want to support my  
students to feel comfortable while stretching beyond their comfort zones.”

A ll 19 years of Melissa Quigley’s teaching career have been joyfully spent 
guiding and serving students through the Broadneck High School health, 
physical education, and dance program. To say that she is an indelible part 

of the Broadneck school community would be an understatement.

Described by many as dynamic, creative, inspiring, and caring, Quigley serves as 
department chair, JV field hockey coach, class advisor for the Class of 2021, and is 
the founding teacher sponsor of the Bruin Dance-a-Thon, which has raised nearly 
$43,000 over the past three years for the Johns Hopkins Children’s Center. Her 
contributions as the school’s Wellness Committee founding chairperson have been 
equally significant as she has made prioritizing the physical and social-emotional 
wellness of students an integral part of the school’s culture.

Broadneck High School Principal Rachel Kennelly says, “Melissa Quigley is the kind of 
leader that every principal wants as a member of their staff, the kind of teacher that 
every parent wants their child to have, and the kind of role model and advocate that 
every student deserves.”
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Sebastian Serrano
Annapolis High School

“I liken my teaching to the way the Spartans treated the shield. The Spartan shield did not 
protect the individual soldier but the solder beside the one holding it. Every Spartan had 
a responsibility to the unit and the city to protect one another so that they could perform 
together. As a unit, they could overcome tremendous odds.”

C reating a community where students care for each other and encourage 
each other’s success has been the key to Sebastian Serrano’s impact on 
the students at Annapolis High School. Charged with leading talented and 

advanced students in physics as well as inspiring and propelling English Language 
Learners, his approach has played a major part in closing the opportunity gap.

“He is a relentless advocate for all students and works tirelessly to provide 
opportunities for them to succeed in school and beyond,” says Annapolis High 
School Principal Patrick Gelinas. “In three of the last six years, Mr. Serrano has been 
selected by the students who received the AACPS STEM award as the teacher who  
had a significant impact on them.”

His advocacy is evident in other ways beyond his rigorous science course load. He 
co-sponsors the school’s Environmental Action Club and teaches Global Community 
Citizenship. When he recognized the high stress levels of his students, he quickly 
sought out the school’s wellness coach for help. His empathetic response led to 
incorporating meditation as part of his class routine.

Lori Stuart
Four Seasons Elementary School

“Putting ‘All Means All’ into action, inspires me to make meaningful connections throughout 
our school building. Making these connections helps to create a positive school climate and to 
hear stories. By taking the time to listen without judgment, provide support without pity and 
focus on hope without empty promises, my relationships with students and adults help create 
a sense of belonging and importance for all.”

F or the past 11 years, School Counselor Lori Stuart has been the 
“heartbeat” of the Four Seasons Elementary School climate and culture. 
“Everyone knows Mrs. Stuart, and every staff member, parent, and 

student has had an experience with her that has helped them in some way,” says 
Four Seasons Elementary School Principal Regina Passwaters.

To make meaningful connections, she makes it a point to know every student and 
their backgrounds without having to look at her notes and she shares pertinent 
information with staff so that they can make well-informed decisions to meet every 
student need. For her colleagues, she is known as an ultimate supporter, offering 
to make phone calls for them because she “has a way with words that bring a 
lighthearted and loving approach to difficult conversations,” says Passwaters.

Stuart extends herself in every way. If there is a need in the community, she springs 
into action to organize a fundraiser, drive, or initiative to help.
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Sara Wagner
Folger McKinsey Elementary School

“ ’Surviving is important, thriving is elegant.’ Maya Angelou’s quote encompasses my teaching 
philosophy. I aspire to thrive on behalf of my students by prioritizing inclusion, building 
relationships, and positive psychology to make it both possible and elegant.”

S ara Wagner’s influence in the Folger McKinsey Elementary School 
community is nothing short of remarkable. In her role as the special 
education lead, she truly defines AACPS’ mission to “Elevate All Students.”

“Sara has made inclusivity a way of life at Folger,” says Folger McKinsey Elementary 
School Principal Lenora Fox. “She sets appropriately ambitious goals for her students, 
values the thoughts and opinions of others, and works thoughtfully with teachers, 
staff, and families to ensure success is attained. Inclusivity is the norm of our school 
culture because Sara models, delivers, and expects nothing less!”

With a “we got this” attitude and approach to every task, Wagner lends her talents, 
enthusiasm, and compassion to lead the school’s Positivity Project which instills 
the “Other People Matter” mindset and develops self-awareness and empathy in 
students. Such effort has led to a school community where the wonderful qualities 
and differences of all students are celebrated.

2021
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Excellence in Education Nominees

Renee Austin
Severna Park Middle School

Grades: 6–8
Subject: AVID
Teaching Experience: 14

“My philosophy of teaching has always been that a classroom and teacher should be a safe,  
caring community where all children are free to speak their mind, thrive and grow.”

Patricia Bartlett
Benfield Elementary School

Grade: 5
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 40

“As a teacher, my goal is to help nurture every student to become a confident, independent, successful
learner who recognizes and achieves their full potential. This is a tremendous responsibility, but there is nothing 
more rewarding than being a part of this process and seeing this incredible positive transformation in students.”

Bradley Bittinger
Southern High School

Grades: 10,12
Subject: AVID
Teaching Experience: 11

“Establishing positive relationships with students, teachers, staff, parents, and the community is at the  
heart of my philosophy. I have worked hard to create a culture of inclusiveness for ALL stakeholders  
in the classrooms, schools, and communities I have served.”

Sonja Bolotin
Monarch Academy, Glen Burnie Campus

Grade: 2
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 6

“I believe that education embodies more than just teaching children how to succeed academically and  
how to become risk-takers, it also means to recognize, accept and nurture each child’s uniqueness  
and exceptionality until that child reaches his or her fullest potential.”

Excellence in Education Nominees



Jessica Caldwell
Southern Middle School

Grades: 6–8
Subject: Mathematics
Teaching Experience: 23

“I believe that all students can be successful in learning and that it is up to us as educators to provide  
students with a learning that best meets their needs.”

Dionne English Chambers
Pershing Hill Elementary School

Grade: 5
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 20 

“Some call me a teacher. In actuality, I am a believer. It is sincere and heartfelt…  
I believe in every student who comes through my door.”

Megan Creighton
Lothian Elementary School

Grades: PreK–5
Subject: Literacy
Teaching Experience: 16

“I believe that every student has the potential to achieve greatness. I believe that knowledge is power,  
and a high quality education places my students in a place of power.”

Maria Cummings
Monarch Global Academy

Grades: 7–8
Subject: Spanish
Teaching Experience: 9

“Students take charge of their learning when they are held to high expectations and see themselves represented  
in a meaningful way. I support independence and self-efficacy, important factors in not only their academic  
growth, but also in their psychosocial development.”
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Stacey Curry
Arnold Elementary School

Grade: Kindergarten
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 22

“Young learners need to be challenged, given the opportunity to express themselves in multiple intelligences,  
and taught empathy, mindfulness, and ways to manage their emotions… I will personally continue to be  
a lifelong learner to ensure that my students have the knowledge, tools, social skills, academics,  
and confidence to become successful citizens.”

Terri Duswalt
Crofton Elementary School

Grades: K–4
Subject: ACC
Teaching Experience: 10

“Building positive relationships with students and their families is the most important part of my classroom.  
Building relationships with students creates a sense of belonging, encourages positive behavior,  
and promotes pride in the classroom.”

Tracey Greenberg
Central Elementary School

Grade: 4
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 23

“Teaching and learning are limitless once you’ve connected. One of the constants thus far in my  
19-year career as an elementary educator is that relationships with students, families, coworkers,  
and the greater community are crucial to success.”

Wendy Hedges
Chesapeake Bay Middle School

Grade: 6
Subject: Language Arts
Teaching Experience: 13

“I approach teaching with the passion of an artist and the marketing mind of a salesman. My love of literature 
bleeds into every aspect of my planning, my delivery, and the relationship I establish with my students.”
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Deborah Hock
Waugh Chapel Elementary School

Grades: Pre-K–3
Subject: Special Education
Teaching Experience: 12

“I strive to not only teach our students, but I am passionate about molding and shaping each one for success!  
I can really make a difference in each child’s life!”

Lelia (Jean)Jackson
Old Mill Middle South

Grades: 6–8
Subject: Science
Teaching Experience: 31

“Continuing to impact students through my influence and engagement is my goal in education…  
Being a teacher is not what I do, it's who I am.”

Dawn Jarman
Tracey’s Elementary School

Grade: 2
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 25

“In my classroom, students are held to high expectations, which they build the confidence and ability to meet  
through meaningful, engaging activities and purposeful lessons. By building loving, trusting relationships with  
my students, they learn that working hard and being positive leads to success, both educationally and in life.”

Fanta Kamara
Old Mill Middle North

Grades: 6–8
Subject: Spanish
Teaching Experience: 10

“As an educator I believe in setting high expectations for all students. I believe that with consistent  
exposure to high expectations, caring, empathy, accountability, resourcefulness, and a positive  
environment, all students can be successful.”
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Samantha Kelly
George T. Cromwell Elementary School

Grade: 5
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 12

“I believe it is the educator’s job to inspire young minds to be lifelong learners, effective communicators,  
and problem solvers who also understand the importance of valuing differing viewpoints and strengths… 
 I am raising the future generation to be effective leaders and to do better than we could have possibly imagined.”

Karen Kerr
Solley Elementary School

Grade: 5
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 15

“Most importantly, my students and I have fun learning… I believe that as a teacher, I give my  
students the tools they need to build a better future, not only for themselves, but for their peers,  
their communities, and future generations.”

Jacob Kruger
Quarterfield Elementary School

Grade: 2
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 5

“My philosophy is simple in the idea that it all begins with joy…The learning comes, the growth takes  
place, but creating meaningful, joy-filled relationships with each and every one of my students is  
what I believe is the key to my success in the classroom.”

Molly Lethbridge-Owens
Annapolis Elementary School

Grade: Pre-Kindergarten
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 10

“As I moved through my career, I found that my philosophy of teaching is rooted in relationship building, 
developmentally appropriate practice, patience, understanding and love. My students are motivated through  
positive interactions that create an environment full of mutual respect, independence, acceptance and achievement.”
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Lisa Maddox
Marley Middle School

Grade: 6
Subject: Language Arts
Teaching Experience: 21

“As Christa McAuliffe stated, “I touch the future, I teach.” I look forward to the daily challenges knowing  
that with dedication and hard work, I can influence each student to achieve their goals and become  
a responsible and respectful citizen of our community.”

Gregory Mueller
West Meade Early Education Center

Grade: Kindergarten
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 20

“I believe that education is the foundation of a successful society. It is imperative that all students must  
have access to a comprehensive and engaging curriculum where all cultures and backgrounds are  
represented and celebrated equally.”

Melissa Nauman
Brooklyn Park Elementary School

Grade: 4
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 6

“My teaching philosophy is based on two things; the belief that education is a vital tool in helping  
children to become successful in their unique future and knowing that each child comes to me with  
their own story. It is my job to find out that unique story and help students to grow based on THEIR story.”

Leah Noreiga
Lindale Middle School

Grade: 6
Subject: Language Arts
Teaching Experience: 15

“I take pride in creating pathways to guide my students toward success… My daily mantra is predicated on  
helping students understand that they can create an ending that will bring success to their own story.”
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Caroline Roskam
Windsor Farm Elementary School

Grade: 1
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 9

“Teaching is about inspiring, learning from and accepting others.  
I believe teachers and children should never stop learning.”

Marcus Villano
Bates Middle School

Grades: 7 & 8
Subject: Language Arts
Teaching Experience: 5

“Teaching is about process rather than product. It is not about presenting information to be memorized, but 
presenting information that can be analyzed, explored, built on and turned into knowledge and ideas.”

Jenna Weckel
Shady Side Elementary School

Grade: 5
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 10

“Over the years, my students have taught me how to be an effective listener. By nurturing their  
thoughts and ideas, I create an environment where they feel comfortable to share their voice.”

Rebecca West
Crofton Woods Elementary School

Grade: 2
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 13

“I like to develop a learning experience for my students. From experiential writing to  
building models, learning is a journey that we all take together.”
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* Please note: Any judge who has worked with a nominee in the last three years was recused from judging that nominee.
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Selection Committee

Amanda Edmonds, Principal
Freetown ES

 Katie Feuerherd, Principal
Crofton HS

Katrina Griffin 
2016 AACPS 

Teacher of the Year

Allison Heintz 
TAAAC

Vanessa Rivera
Anne Arundel County  

Council of PTAs

Joe Rose, Principal 
Center Of Applied Technology—North 

Kristy Snyder, Principal
Glendale ES

Eugene Whiting, Principal 
MacArthur Middle School

Dr. Nuria Williams, Director 
Office of School Performance
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2021 Excellence in Education Sponsors
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Development Facilitators, Inc.
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The Excellence in Education Committee would like to extend  
a heartfelt thank you to the following people for their time, talents,  

energy, and support of this event: 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools

 Communications Office 
Design and Print Services

Partnerships, Development, and Marketing Department

We are very grateful for their dedication to the  
educators of Anne Arundel County.

To enjoy the 2021 Excellence in Education Awards Event, please go to:    
www.aacps.org/EIE2021  

2021



Former Anne Arundel County Public Schools Teachers of the Year

2019–20

Emily Davis
Language Arts | Brooklyn Park MS

2018–19

Teresa Beilstein
3rd Grade | South Shore ES

(Maryland Teacher of the Year—2020)

2017–18

Heather Carnaghan
8th Grade | Monarch Global Academy

(Maryland Finalist)

2016–17

Josh Carroll
English | South River HS

(Maryland Teacher of the Year—2018)

2015–16

Katrina Griffin
German | North County HS

(Maryland Finalist)

2014–15

Jennie J.L. Merrill
5th Grade | Severna Park ES

(Maryland Finalist)  

2013–14

Christina Houstian
Social Studies | Broadneck HS 

2012–13

Jodie Hogan
Spanish | South River HS

(Maryland Finalist)

2011–12

Martha Gardner
Elementary Teacher | Belvedere ES

2010–11

Laura Groo
Language Arts | Southern MS

(Maryland Finalist)

2009–10

Erin Sullivan
ESOL | Glen Burnie HS

2008–09

Donna McCallister
Language Arts | George Fox MS

2007–08

Clayton Culp
Mathematics | Broadneck HS

2006–07

Alicia Appel
English | Southern HS

(Maryland Finalist)

2005–06

Susan Casler
Language Arts | Crofton MS

(Maryland Finalist)

2004–05

Walter “Skip” Lee
Physical Education | Chesapeake HS

2003–04

Michael Bell
Art | Southern HS

2002–03

André Jones
Social Studies | Severna Park MS

2001–02

Mattie Procaccini
English | Old Mill HS

2000–01

Anthony Berard
Social Studies | Glen Burnie HS

1999–00

Denise Levitine
Art | Piney Orchard ES

1998–99

Diane Gerrior
Instrumental Music | Severn River MS

( Maryland Finalist)

1997–98

Bruce Villwock
Physical Education | Broadneck HS

1996–97

Priscilla Ward
Pre–K | Germantown ES

(Maryland Finalist)

1995–96

Kandace Chase
Special Education | Ruth Eason School

1994–95

Thomas Cordts
Physical Education | Windsor Farm ES

1993–94

Linda Adamson
Elementary | Mayo ES and Jessup ES

(Maryland Teacher of the Year—1995)

1992–93

Jane Daugherty
Music | Broadneck HS

(Maryland Finalist)

1991–92

Virginia Crespo
Social Studies | Broadneck HS

(Maryland Finalist)

1990–91

Olin Yoder
Art | Meade HS
(Maryland Finalist)

1989–90

Art Smelkinson
Drama | Old Mill HS

1988–89

Patricia Neidhardt
Science | Broadneck HS

(Maryland Teacher of the Year – 1990)

1987–88

Penny Vahsen
Science | Magothy River MS

1986–87

Richard Wiles
Physical Education | Millersville ES

(Maryland Finalist)


